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HYlion, born with blue hair, i5 & righteous lion

who helps fellow students in trouble on campus,

HYlion keeps his teeth hidden
because some students misunderstand (?7)
that they can easily pass exams
when carrying & Hylion tooth,

The popular lion, loved everywhere on campus,

finds a close friend in no time by his side,

o) i WyLol vrereok ARFRIE Sk,
=Y FA5 WEErA 50D oY
FrelzIdg T Y Bk,

1 o1% Sho1gidel ok Stk 35 oD
1% wHkohual ARELTE,
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VPRIME KThuY (FRb]
Hynari, who used to come to the campus
for & surprise visit every spring.,

One day, HYnari keeps an eye on HYlion,
who 15 actively participating on campus,
From then on, encouraged by his comanon touch,
HYnari hanys around HYlion,

HYnari enjoys afternoon sunshine,

likes 0 hum alony with music,

and wears sunglasses as her trademark day and night,
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“Now, then,
Shall we %0 to
study English?”
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Foreword

Dear students who want to learn English, in this book the students who just like you have run

througyh elementary and secondary school courses in Korea are telling you the secrets they learned
while Studying English, The Stories in this book are mainly for those of you in the first and second
years in middle school, However, they can be helpful to elementary school seniors or high School juniors,
Aren’¢ you curious about them?

1 opokngg 50 YR, eF0dg wis el vdtd FNIZEE 1% 021 HuTk, 1 @t Y] Beid o
£ ol ARG H 1k B Rk, & ZEN e b el ik ook WHHET Youtt, 17

S0l b7 riid 52 a5z ekt PR Kok,

Listeningy to the stories, you’ll find that there are many ways to learn English, Find out

which of those methods 15 best for you, There are also common and Similar Stories and methods, What



will they be? Some will be effective for you, too, right? Find them out,

5PN gt R g5 YY) 1Y Yleky TuTh, Easy come, easy 9o AFL 301 E%e) Y. G
H o3 R G GARe s T, 2and F11E G 03g 4 %k g R Wi AR Wk, W
5 3L e A PNl R 28ten wE 1k 28 H 50k, ov S 2w ek, By
H GG S, 2k 3% 3 1 SFeimir B B2 YT B bk wng, i) St W g 50
ek

One obvious thing is that there is really no easy way. “Easy come, easy 40" is an English
Saying. 1t means: |f you yet something easily, you will lose it easily, too, So we do not think highly
of things that we get easily. On the contrary, if you et something in & hard way, you don't lose it
easily either, wWell, | think English is just like that, You can never et it easily. You have to 0 at it

with patience. But once you et it, it will be one of the great treasures to any of you, wWon't you

try to g0 for it?
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Tk, 6T SR Bakge) £55E 520% aihn TgGuch, 51 Bhled 2210 whfele WA ekl A4

wE
o
x
v
L
=
Al
o
X
=
o
R
S r
Ry
i
15
-
=
Xy
x
an
\
a
»2
e
5
>
=
vh‘
e
1\—
a

AUt B8 kel nbgg Wbk,
2% o) WL DY v FredBE AT8 AR (BREWERL, 101.6.0 - 2014.10.30) 2 440
523 whok BRI GS Tk YTt

This project, which &ims to share individual ‘Engrlish study stories’ to benefit people far and
wide, has been done by the efforts of many people, |6 Student writers contributed valuable
manuscripts, KIM Jin-youny, LEE Da-Youny, and JUNG Seuny-yeon made great efforts in recruiting
the manuscripts and as their editors, In addition, Professors HAN Mun-Sub, KIM Sung-Yeon, CHON Yuah
(Departmment Chair) and LEE Mun Woo at the Departmment of English Education were very Supportive,
And Hanyany UniverSity allowed us to use the univerSity characters and logo, To ALL of them, | am
deeply grateful, Finally, | gratefully acknowledge that the compilation of this e~book was undertaken

with partial support from the Hanyany University grant on ‘A Project for Advancement of

International Competencies of Preservice English Teachers’ (Hanyang University, 1011, 6.\ -

2014.10.31.). ”



Unfamiliar words, an awkward grammar System incomprehensible pronunciation, and the

(‘ il %_0‘1'1,_5 L-RAt %, rHREEE %‘},’} Bl o)
UFHZ WE AR

underlying fear and anxiety in communication,
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These are something nearly everyone has experienced at one time or another in learning a
second languaje, Learning a different lanjuage can be & new, exciting experience as it involves
accepting other cultures, but it 15 not always so easy to learn an entirely different foreign languaye
System, We are now majoring in English Education but we were not different from you, Sometimes
we were frustrated with Slow progress, and sometimes we were at & 1055 &5 t0 how to apply the
knowledge in real life. However, we discovered & new aspect of English after overcoming such challengyes
and were captivated by the langjuage, English was & door to & wider world in which we achieved
personal development. I'm Sure you have had difficulties and guestions when studying English, and we
edited this book to help you to Some extent, We hope you feel more confident and less gtressed in

Studying English a5 you are exposed to & wide range of experiences of Hanyany English Education

Students,
= ¢ 2 T >
o) AL S FTnEiRoA 0 BGg RIS (g2 SEG) 520% 12z YTk, iU FEE ke
= L 2l 4% LA 4 T T, 4+ A g p gt LA a4 L 4
12 winre $53 G A5 @eid g SR aige) 25e Sa®g ededo G 1T AmSpuck, S22y

This book consists of |6 essays, all written by Hanyany English Education tudents who have
studied in Korea with less than two years of Studying-abroad experience, We collected essays for three
months in Hanyany univerSity and the editors proofread all manuscripts, Professor Ahn §.-H,

Gyemyony planned out the project and helped us Stay on the right track, Then we editors, all who

|
10



g Hanyang (niversity

were majoring English Education at Hanyany university, revised the book based on the following three
Joring Engy yanfy Y r

Steps. Kim Jin-youny started editing by proofreading Korean essays, then Lee Da-youny added visual
materials and translated the original essays to English, Jung Seuny-yeon was in charye of designing
the whole book fncluding the cover, Professor Ahn kept providing us feedbacks on Korean/English
manuscripts, book designs and further details, and the project wag Successfully completed through

mutual interaction and communication amony the team,
o) Koy w%ol FAFY AT B> g O F4T AT SHaar o ot Be1nks Dok B

T 0

¢ T kg0 H? ,J. -
il “BoFom (=bben) SRkHEe) 9EF Yre WTenky & abNe) enlF wHTsfuTh, EEE 4 41 Rhkiabel @

ade

mpar Q5pe whik J4uPe) o 4 45T Yok S Sk T WelGE 0% Yhlend, WidEel o)

[

% B0 15 abngw’) et G ) ‘e RN, B G, “d0d ik sk kg G0

‘iR P LG 2R BB TGS,

The title, How do You study English? has meanings of both ‘how to Study English’ and ‘the
collection of HY (Hanyang) students essays’. Also, to help you compare and understand how learning
strateyies can vary depending on individual learning environments or learning Styles, we organized the
contents under Seven different parts: Self-introduction, First exposure to English, Vocabulary,

Grammar, Basic English, Level-based learning strateyy, and English in university,

(G

P, e Fhon PR T L PhuTh, e ok EES UL 5% o afiireid 24

FEL WZol, o304 SGoNT o3kl o 2ok K IEETHy wl 1EL Btk gtk Sk a3 o3h

Y

3

ok 23kt YA oFiig ZUiT 1D, YK Fr: BF Ked QS 0150T Thuck, W w5

X

GuTh, ThFsE g MR AT Yudd ARl By SEGWE An iR S Hend o BHen msk &

HET AL TuiF 15Y whjuch,

Dear readers, there i5 not & single, right path suitable for all students in tudying English, A
single ideal learning approach does not exist because each of us has a different learning style and lives
in & different environment, Some may Study English using multimedia tools like TV Shows and movies,
and some may improve their skills by writing English journals, You can do 50 as well, Try out various

|
il
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methods for yourselves and find an appropriate Stratedy that suits you well, and through this, we

hope you build confidence and be interested in learning English,

Th g Ghohar oo ZUM] SEEdbee Y0 DmiT) RHe) whlon orst B T 3ZEE Koy &Y aikik

z.

wd, TR L 0k wig 4% HEMTAIL, SR emgm st 2E0 g 4 B E F4Lh Hedinzal
Hoth,
If you come up with any guestions and others reading this book, please do not hesitate to

contact anyone of our editor team at the following e-mails, We will do our best to respond as Soon as

possible,

Kim Jin Youny, Lee Da Youny, Teony Seuny Yeon

Editors

2

shahn@hanyany. ac.kr (°L43%)
whitewaled|@gmail .com (Th41oF)
ramong\||@naver .com (°1T+7)
syeonud14@naver,com (73502)
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‘( 1 am Cho Youny-jin, an English Education

major at Hanyany University, | understand those

who are Surrounded by @& relatively inferior
educational environment Since | grew up in
countryside until high School, so | think | can help
you by sharing my experience, | used to rank
between 10" and 30th amony 49 Students in

middle school, and was in the top ten amony 110

students in high school, My 2013 Suneuny English

test score was qu-, ”

2 A gabel (352 BEHEE LRk Shuth, At2 RIubeid

, 230 Nkl Gy 3 BLde) Arontde Febtl UEey oas

3 tputh, 230 2 AMES e 2R T8 & %% M 5Tkl Kbtk g

wholy of 4072 G 10~30% 4%, 25558 whong of 1107 G %

z UF0d oFod auleigfuct,
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| attended English hagwons from the fourth grade until the
sixth grade in elementary school. In middle school | got good grades
for English even though | did not care so much about studying. |
think it's due to my habit of listening to English pop songs. Pop song
is one of the ways to help you naturally acquire English
pronunciation, tone, sentence structures, or vocabulary. When you
are in high school, you start to focus on preparing for school grades
and Suneung. | stayed focused in class to get good grades, and |
tried to fit myself into Suneung by being exposed to various types
Sunueng problems. | did not rely on private education much, but

only temporarily got help from private tutors or online classes when

| had problems.
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Q. FrniA R GRSt o Mgk dheden, 2%
H¥5s A 27
012 eh50IM 21 el E RE2 LISl 21| Elths FYLICH Lte
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THOIFOIM EJAE TS LE0| BHA 21 X ot Al AEARSLIC
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J2HE B 22f 2|5tE HOSS BEH thedl 2fE 2l ofLlet O HOES

AQYLICE o] Yo OtE £2 FE o Ho12l 013 JHX| K& 23| Hlol
=30| glth= AL ot oS Z10 ot ot pE 2 HoE
2otz oL F&e X2 HFY 5 USLICH

One of the challenges in studying vocabulary is that you
forget the words later on. | was stressed when | could not recall
what | had memorized from the word list. Then | realized that words
which | remembered longer were usually those that | had used in
real life. In other words, instead of simple memorization, it is helpful
to use the words in communication or in writings, or even just in
reading texts which used them. Another method | want to suggest
is to memorize multiple words that are based on the same root. The
biggest advantage about this method is that studying one word
leads you to learning other "types” of the word as well. Also,

understanding its origin helps you predict the meanings of

unfamiliar words related to the word.
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412 2o wadl oiotn, £3) of2ie £ES WEHoR B ALICL
The biggest challenge in studying grammar for me was that
| had to consciously look out for how grammar rules are applied in
sentences. This is an appropriate attitude when solving grammar
questions, but most of the questions asked in Korean education are
not that complex. They ask rather very simple ones, so at the
beginning you don't have to spend quite a time in studying grammar.
| suggest you first get used to various sentence structures in
reading passages, then later study grammar books focusing on

difficult points.

St 24 THUS CHRRCHt0f BB H LRELICH $SS A AT
1 O CojSe o Q@ 2|2t Hof £20| E AYLICH AHA 7|XE of

ot Hlof ot 5% A Fofoll B0| & 5= AYLICt it =2t0t T
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Pronunciation is given in most vocabulary books, but it is
rare to find one that teaches you how to understand pronunciation
symbols. However, knowing English pronunciation is extremely
important in English learning. | suggest you visit publishing
companies’ websites and download audio files. This will surely help
you practice correct pronunciation and remember words even
longer. The most important thing in getting its basic skills is to be
more exposed to the English language as much as possible. You will
naturally acquire English sentence structures if you continue to

listen to pop songs or watch English movies or TV shows.
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In the elementary school period, it is important to be often

exposed to English in natural ways. This will help lessen your

11




negative feelings and help you understand its basic structures.
Practicing test questions is too early for young students. For middle
school students, it is important to grow basic English skills, because
you may have difficulties in high school if you are not well prepared.
| suggest you study both the essential words suggested for middle
school students and basic reading comprehension book before you
move on to high school. I'm sure you are aware of how important it
is for high school students to prepare for Suneung. Question types
in Suneung are limited, so it is more effective to study basic English
and then move onto improving your problem solving skills. After
that, it is all on your own to work on your remaining weaknesses.
For example, if you have problems with listening, you can try

dictation to improve your skills.

QILICE SHEX|2E 0|21 o= Al Z X[2] QISHME MD| 5HE TRBILICH
Or2 02 ZrAJSHOF &2 | WS QIL|Ct 2to|of| 2tA e ED T sty of

- O

LOBHLICE Y719t £7] YIFR RotE A0|9t Yok =

| know that a lot of students feel uncomfortable with

Suneung, but such negative emotions are really unnecessary.
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Suneung simply aims to test your learning ability, and | have not

met anyone in university who have problems taking English classes
among those with high Suneung English scores. Suneung

evalutates your listening and reading skills, which are of course,

essential when taking lectures in college. However, you also need to
have writing skills for taking tests. It's because you have to write
your answers in English. Sometimes you may need speaking skills
to make English presentations. Therefore, you should mostly focus
on reading and listening, but you should also think about improving

your writing and speaking skills as well.
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major at Hanyany University., | was born in
Wonju, Kangwondo and graduated wWonju high
school, | hope to be the kind of teacher who

inspires and loves his students and earng their

respect, ”

(‘ Hello, | am Jo Yeony Yeop, an English Education

3EbEe G0l uly Tt Tk, W) ed0d @rprk Ted SRRY
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Lie 2T AFOIM EfofLt 215 DSnE EUE WX

EFOM LRASLICE OIS HEH W2 JAHE Fots 23 dESie

C2o ZAX| Q9rm, stmet Srelof Chn| HoiZ ZEMALICH 92

SHYSO0| QL SHIIALICE SHXIGH Stmo| A9l X|ZstD MolgloiN
SX| IFBLICE CHA SHROIN She LM S8, 2 9IFo| Aolg

| was born in Wonju and had lived there until | graduated
from Wonju High School. Unlike students in the Seoul Metropolitan
Region, who are exposed to English at an early age, most students
in Wonju first learn English in the fourth grade of elementary school.
My parents did not teach me English at home, but instead | went to
school and private academy. Unlike many students in our
department who studied abroad or naturally acquired English when
they were young, | learned English through reading comprehension
passages. | went to public high school but most of the students
there from middle schools had good grades. School classes were
not interesting enough for me to pay attention, so | went to private
academy to take classes focusing on school records, reading

comprehension, and English grammar.

1
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| did not learn English for the purpose of communication
due to the school curriculum which emphasized reading skills. |
tried to memorize vocabulary as much as possible. | remember the
thrill of coming across familiar words in the reading passages. So |
guess | didn't dislike learning words by heart. However, | felt it was
difficult to figure out the origin of some unfamiliar words and had
difficulties connecting the form to the meaning. To overcome this
difficulty, | tried to understand how the word was used in its

surrounding context through reading various example sentences.

Tols ¢EXoR 2/E 20| SL5tttn YLk Lt
TS St MEIS Ml M HE £9Z 91, Ho{Fo| M1, of20| UoH
Y2 SME ARSI 20| gle HUE 22 W, AP PHot A2 EE
O C{S E3kelM Ot ol S&LICH O 3, YFU0| X|LtD FF2 o1 Z0
1 oSS HOgLITH FS2 U2t R E HOiS HIAES £ U0 02

Q8%LIC
| think repetition is vital in memorizing words. In my case, |
skimmed through a chapter of a vocabulary book over three times,

and then wrote down unfamiliar words. | also memorized example

11
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sentences or even created one myself for words without examples.
This was quite helpful for me to internalize the words. After a week,
| used an application called ‘Quizlet ' to have an opportunity to test

myself.

Q. M G B9kt HEAHE, B S

ZYS U2 ies Y, MOIJA= FHPE ol 21 25 Ztist Bol

Both grammar and reading are obviously significant in
Korean English Education context. The hardest thing for me in
studying grammar was to memorize all 16 grammar rules and
specific details underneath. Even when | memorized the grammar
points of the first chapter, | forgot what they were as soon as |
moved on to the second chapter. To overcome this matter, instead
of separately studying grammar concepts, | tried to go through
interesting reading texts as much as possible and understood
grammar rules that are used within the sentences. Therefore, |

think grammar points are better understood within their contexts.

13
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A 15-year-old student whom | am currently tutoring learned

English through various reading texts, so he does not have big

A
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problems interpreting the text. However, as he has never been
taught how to pronounce words, he had difficulties in pronunciation
as well as in listening. | strongly feel the importance of learning
pronunciation and improving listening skills because the paradigm
of English education is shifting to communication. Unfortunately, |
do not have enough time to teach my student basics to English
pronunciation since students are being tested on reading skills,
grammar knowledge, or vocabulary skills. Therefore, | hope
elementary students get a chance to practice phonics and listening
before they go to middle school where grades are most reflected on

grammar or reading.

HiROH ZUELICE £212| BR, THYA0M BiFE THo{o] ZOo|Lt B2

2ol L2 Zthot ROl FHotAH =H XAAHA BiE o ASFLICE 2

oM THHE QO| FotUM J|XE CHX|= A S8t d2fetLct.,

=oty = Cof 2|3 S5 Q22 HWILE|E2 M = Graded Readers

As | have mentioned before, | hope elementary school

students practice phonics and focus on improving listening skills. In
terms of listening skills, | think the best way for a natural

improvement is to be exposed to words or short phrases as much

15




as possible. Through this procedure, students will be able to

establish basic skills. For_middle school students, it is crucial for

them to strengthen their reading skills with Graded Readers series

since you will be mostly tested on grammar and reading. | think
Graded Readers series are reading materials which are considerate
of students' interests and proficiency. As high school students, you
need to strengthen your general English skills by joining a school
activity-club related to English or by reading books written in

English. In addition, you should study EBS books to prepare for

Suneung.

Y Agk! Graded Readersit?

Back to the
!)x.'.|1|1|i|||(-
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In today's global world, courses taught in English have
become mandatory in the university. English is even essential for
those who are planning to work in a company instead of going to
the university. Focusing on basic listening and speaking skills along
with reading skills will be a great help when you go to university.
Students are required to take several English courses and many
classes in your major will be taught in English. Therefore, students

may experience difficulties in taking classes unless they improve

their English skKills.

11



‘( Hello, | am Kang Chany Wook, an English
Education major at Hanyany (niverSity. | hope
my story can be of help when you Study English,
| had also experienced many difficulties but was
able to overcome them using various learning
strateyies. | hope this provides middle School

students an opportunity o0 not %ive up but

continue Studying English, ’,
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| started learning English in an academy in the second year
of elementary school. | did not have any English learning experience
but just was curious about English letters engraved on furniture.
When | first went to the academy, my teacher started off by
teaching me basic English pronunciation. For example, letter A is
pronounced as ah, uh, ae and my teacher repeatedly told me to
memorize them. Back then, it was confusing and annoying to
memorize such a difficult language since alphabet letters are
pronounced all differently. Now | see that learning basic
pronunciation at the beginning prevented me from experiencing
difficulties later on.
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| moved on to learning English using Look & Say’published
by Butter English and Stoma - a storybook-type book - after
learning the alphabets. Look & Say was in a series, from a very
beginning level - like "Hi, nice to meet you" or “Nice to meet you too"
- to an advanced level of English. At the beginning of each chapter, |
listened to native speakers' pronunciation and tried to copy jaw
movements. (I tried forming a certain shape by opening the jaw or
changing the position of the tongue). My teacher asked me to
repeat and memorize the book over and over again. | did the same
for Stoma as well and got help on understanding the text whenever
| had problems. | copied the text on a separate piece of paper for
over three times and listened to CDs everyday. | also had to
complete daily assignments - memorizing 10 new words each day.
Now that | look back, learning English was the hardest and the most
exhausting thing to do. | wanted to give up learning English because
spelling the words and dealing with my awkward pronunciation or

even memorizing the phrases were all just too hard.
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In the third year of elementary school, | learned English
through school education. Teachers at school encouraged us to
speak in English as much as possible or play games like Hangman,
Simon says, or crossword puzzle. | remember my English teacher in
the 6t grade who had lived in the States for a long time. She taught
us expressions and introduced us to American culture which was

quite interesting. | think this is when | started to grow interest in

learning English.
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As a beginning learner, | got extra help with improving my
grammar and vocabulary skills from the academy. Then, | moved on
to studying on my own when | reached a certain level. | studied
expressions from the textbook or workbook to understand
unfamiliar parts. | studied the vocabulary using the word book and
made a separate word list of synonyms, antonyms, or derivatives
once | came across unfamiliar words. | certainly think vocabulary

knowledge is built up once you repeatedly look over the words since

we all soon forget what we have learned.
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| used easy books for beginner levels when | first started
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learning English at school along with private academy. However, |
began to use intermediate-level books with longer reading texts
when | was in higher grades in elementary school. | listened to the
listening files first and then repeated reading it several times even
with some difficulties from a lack of concentration. This, however,
really helped me improve my reading skills before going onto middle
school. | also started learning grammar as well, but it was boring
and hard since | had to learn grammar using difficult Sino-Korean
terms like 'to infinitives', 'subjunctives’, or 'auxiliary verbs' (these

grammar terms were in Chinese words).
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Above all, studying basic vocabulary should be prioritized.
You are likely to have problems if you cannot understand words in
the texts. Getting a basic vocabulary book that introduces high-
frequent words and perfectly memorizing the words will surely help
improve your English proficiency. Merely memorizing the words and
their meanings in Korean do not guarantee your success in English
learning. Example sentences are useful sources which enhance your

contextual knowledge and memorization in that they provide
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concrete illustration of how the words are used in real texts.
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For elementary school students, it is better to be exposed to

English as much as possible. | recommend you watch English
cartoons or read storybooks to get used to basic words. Before you

go onto middle school, practice directly understanding the texts.

Learn to read English in a proper way and try dictation to improve
your listening skills. This strategy will help you figure out in which
part you lack, what you are unaware of, and what needs to be
complemented.
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For middle school to high school students, | suggest you set

learning goals - for example, memorizing twenty words each day -
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to expand your vocabulary and learn English sentence structures to
improve your grammar knowledge as well. However, make sure to
pay attention to how grammar rules are applied in real sentences
instead of simply focusing on memorization of grammatical terms.
Also, reading text-based comprehension passages or news articles
helped me increase linguistic intuition. Moreover, make sure to
check your English level and how much improvement you have
made in general by studying for language certificates such as TEPS,

TOEIC, and TOEFL.
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Since most universities require students to take several
English-only courses before they graduate, students need to have
at least a certain level of English skills. Besides, even if you are
planning to apply for a non-English related major, basic English
skills are still mandatory as advanced courses or coursebooks can
be given in English. Thus, four skills - listening skills to understand

the lectures, reading skilsl to read the coursebook, writing skills to

%




complete your assignments, and speaking skills - are all necessary.
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‘( Hello, | am Kim So Yeon, double majoring
Education and English Education at Hanyany
University. It i my pleasure to be able t0 Share
my experfences to Students at the end of my
university life, | hope this can be of help to those

who are concerned with studying English, ”
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It is not easy to get used to English if you are not interested
in studying the language. Therefore, it is important to approach
English in your own interesting way instead of regarding it as an
exam subject. | remember myself being fully immersed with English
when | listened to pop songs as a young child. | tried to search the
lyrics of many popular ones and practiced understanding their
meaning. After practicing a while, | could fully understand the lyrics
and the songs really meant something in my heart. There are so
many popular pop songs these days, so | suggest you find out their

lyrics and look closely into them.
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| think there are a lot of students out there who memorize
the word list and quiz themselves repeatedly. There was also a time
for me when | was not aware of a proper way to study vocabulary at
first and just blindly memorized everything. However, | soon realized
that simple memorization is not an effective way to remember
properly.
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To overcome this difficulty, | tried to memorize vocabulary
using affixes and roots. For example, | collected all the words
starting with the prefix ‘con-' or 'dis-', and practiced guessing the
meaning of the words. | also guessed the meaning of a word based
on the meaning of the prefix and the root. Once | collected the
words that have something in common, | was better able to
memorize the words and was even starting to guess unfamiliar
words once | collected and studied words with common roots.
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There can be many ways to learn vocabulary, but | think the
most important thing is to consistently let yourself exposed to new
words. People forget them if they are not regularly exposed to them,
so continuous learning is important. Thus, make sure to make your
own vocabulary list, write them down on a separate piece of paper,
and repeatedly look through the list whenever you have time left.
Once you create your own word list, you will experience the

accomplishment you have made with words.
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The biggest challenge for me in studying English was
grammar, as | think most students in Korea are like that as well. To
overcome this difficulty, | selected one grammar book and added
explanations and example sentences from other books. | thought it
was much more effective to organize my own grammar book than
to read several books. The criterion for selecting a good grammar
book was to choose one with concrete explanations, various
example sentences, and many exercises to practice with. In many

cases, problems with a lack of comprehension were often solved

when | read various examples.
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After | studied grammar with my book, | organized the
concepts and example sentences into a grammar note. The reason
why | added examples was to practice inductively finding out
grammar rules from the given sentences. It's because, in the end,
every text is in English when you take an exam. | started out making
the notebook to study grammar, but at the end, | was able to not
only understand grammar rules but also improve my reading skills

through the example sentences.
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No matter what major you choose, English is the basic skill
which is required to every one of you. Most coursebooks are in
English, and there are many lectures given in English as well. The
ability to write and speak in English is essential in universities
although these are qualities not fully required in Korean middle and
high school curriculum. University is a place where you can freely
and naturally express your opinions in English. You will be required
to write many English essays or make presentations in English, so
make sure to intentionally expose yourself to English. Watching TV
shows in English or listening to pop songs or radios is a good way to
maximize your exposure to and grow interest in English.
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Some students may refuse to study English because they
think it will not be used in the future. | once also studied English just
for good grades, which in turn, left me to feel frustration studying a
difficult language. | have never studied English abroad, and | have
been exposed to English only in Korea ever since | was young. Still, |
chose English-related major because | liked English but my
perspective towards the language was very narrow.
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However, | experienced a complete change in my
perspective after | went to the States as an exchange student. |
realized that using English allowed me to experience this wide world.
First, | was given a chance to go out to the States and have lots of
experiences thanks to my English skills. The ways people live are
extraordinarily diverse, and English will be helpful to understand
this world. Thinking this way will help you become a little more

interested in studying English.
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“ Hello, | am Kim Tae Youny in the Second year
of English Education major at Hanyany
University. | cannot say for sure that | am an
advanced learner, but | would like to Share my
experience of learning English throughout my

school years, ,’
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My first English learning experience goes way back to the
third year of elementary school. | remember learning English in a
fun way by listening to English dialogues and songs in CDs. | studied
grammar in English academy when | was in middle school, but had
many difficulties once | went to high school. | felt mentally
depressed and lost because of late puberty, but a sudden increase
in the level of difficulty was very challenging for me. However, | soon
overcame the difficulties by trying out various learning strategies,

and this interest in English led me to major English Education.
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| think studying English in a fun way is the most important
thing. This applies not only for vocabulary, but also for everything
including pronunciation. We were tested on English novels or news
articles at school, so my confidence was shaken after having failed
many tests. However, | remember very interesting classes run by
native teachers. Corey, lan and Maggie tried to introduce us English
lessons in a variety of new ways. For example, | remember playing
card games or role plays in English. This helped me understand
‘various cultures' since | was exposed to many native speakers with
different cultural background, and my speaking skills also improved.
| was also able to naturally acquire English words in context since |
was not forced to memorize them. My teachers especially
encouraged me to do what | was good at and told me not to feel any

burden in studying English. This is what | want to advise many
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students out there who feel pressure in learning English.
Understanding the situations and contextual background of where
the words are used is much important, so don't feel stressed in

studying English.
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| analyzed sentences in reading passages to study grammar
back in middle school. My basic skills are developed from this. |
sometimes cried due to unfamiliar grammar concepts and was
scolded because | did not finish my homework, but it was all
worthwhile in the end. Grammar concepts are better acquired once
you understand them rather than memorizing them, but sometimes
when difficult to understand some points, memorizing and
repeating them in whole can help deal with them well. Also, it was
effective to explain grammar concepts to my friends. You can only
explain it once you fully understand what you are explaining, so this

helps you figure out what you missed and what to complement.
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| want to tell you two things. The first is not to become weak.
I am not a so-called native (a person who acquired English as the
first language). | have never been abroad and | have not talked to
native speakers a lot, but now | am confident enough to somehow
survive in a foreign country even when | am left there alone. Your
English skills may not be good enough, and you may become
frustrated or be worried about many things. However, you are
young, and you have a plenty of time left. Everyone is good at
something. Think about what you are good at if you really feel like
giving up your studying. The second thing is not to compare

yourself with others. Do you envy your friends who speak English

well? Don't be. You can also speak English well once you try. You will
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feel miserable when you start comparing yourself with others.

Remember that you are not a person to be devaluated by measuring
oneself against others. Remember, you are special just by being

yourself.
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“ Hello, | am Shin Seuny Yeon majoring English
Education at Hanyany university, | hope | help
you see & wider world by realizing that English
is & tool of communication rather than just a
subject to Study, Also, | want to become a

teacher who always thinks from a student’s

point of view, ”
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| was first exposed to English when | was in the
kindergarten through a home-study material called ThinkBic. |
started off my learning with simple words from the textbooks and
audio tapes. English was unfamiliar and the cover was dark, so |
didn't have a good first impression of English. | soon quit and moved
on to watching video clips of native speakers over and over again. |
did not fully understand English, but the dance routines and songs
were quite interesting. | think this really helped me when | went on

to middle and high school.
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It was in the fourth grade when | first properly learned the
English alphabet. | started learning English at school in the third
grade but only passively participated in class. | think the first time |
properly started learning English was when | was 11 or 12. The
academy used storybooks as teaching materials, and | went there
every day to listen to stories using audio tapes and to take grammar
classes. By that time, | knew many words and was able to build a
foundation which helped me move on to middle and high school. In
secondary school | started studying reading passages, prepared for
mock tests, and studied grammar rules. My listening, speaking, and
writing skills were relatively low since | only focused on reading and

memorizing vocabulary.
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Memorizing vocabulary was not that difficult as | had a good
memory but sticking to it required perseverance - a quality |
seemed to lack. | could not keep up with the same academy for long,
and therefore could not complete a single word book. Still, | came
across various reading texts and kept up my school work, so | think
studying vocabulary was enough. However, if there are a few things
| learned while studying vocabulary, they are repetitive noticing and
understanding the words in the context. You are likely to forget the
words if you only look at the word list right before the exam, so it is
better to look through the words bit by bit every day even though
you feel they are not completely in your head.
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Take a look at how the word is pronounced or what it means
on the first day, then look at unfamiliar words once again the next
day. If the words are still unfamiliar to you, make a separate word
list and create your own word book by adding extra information.
This is how you build connection between you and the words.

Thinking aloud like the following will help you get used to unfamiliar

%3



words. ‘I looked into this word at that time' or ‘there was a phrase
on the left side of the page in the dictionary’ or ‘this is how the word

is actually used in real situations." Get used to the words! Make a

pun or do a wordplay using the words, or write them in a cell phone
memo, or use it as your status message. | would like to advise
middle school students that getting a grip of basic vocabulary is
more important than learning hard words. Understand the exact
pronunciation, usage, and its meaning. Try the words in your writing
and use them in your real life to prepare for your advanced high

school English.
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em-'pathy “They need to learn empathy at a young age.”

012 22 ['empabi] « DI 24 ['empabi] «

oh s

ouiy %A Bol#E YBM AU eEy 2 He tried to evince some empathy for them in his bool

Small gestures, words, empathies thought to be extin

with s/5tn) | ~ (for sb/st) | ~ (between A and B) M0l Y, B2

{Thire] Aok 2] HAES

0 - r - N
Empath@ a

o The writer's empathy with the readers

. (w3}
L ; i The ability to share with the others

CKHEE 2 S8 (IHFLE KEBHRARIZL wiRs 2 hike] H120))

Q. Hy Freid Bt HEHE, 2We B

Y2 =5l WRE USstn UK F XGA SEUE Het

MY A ASLICE SHXIZE MofA| b @Al =HRE A o2tz Al

MQJ0| CrQfstn of| 2|2t BT ZHLICH 0122 2 O|2IX|?7'2ts 8550 21y

SSUSLICE oIMCE EL| RS O{T #A0]2] WHZ0f, 7| 222 =2|H0|X|

— 11—

|
oY%



g Hanyang (niversity
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| had high confidence in grammar because | studied it
throughout elementary school to high school. The biggest challenge,
however, was that language is used in various situations and there
are many exceptions, so | always had a question of why all the time.
Also, some are idiomatic expressions to which logic or direct
translation does not apply, so it was hard to accept the fact that
some expressions are used in these days.

et 28 AN XS5 | E0h= 42ILE X015 fIet stLte| =3

HL
o
N

Ir
ot
Ral
=]
i
40
MO
rE
2
>t
o
2
x
o
[

Q

Q
1o

Q
<
o
o>
njo
B
fot
Ot
_()'|_.
rr

S2 Bof

Therefore, | tried to consider grammar as one of many
language tools rather than focusing on grammar itself. | also tried
to remember core concepts since simple memorization of grammar
rules is enough for middle and high school English. Grammar seems
vital, but pushing grammar as your central learning and de-
emphasizing other skills is a bad idea. It is important to understand
key points in grammar and maintaining balance in all skills at the

same time.
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| think all listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills are
prerequisite to properly use the language. Therefore, you need to
know the basics in English listening and speaking. You don't need to
be advanced enough to have a conversation, but you should be able
to correctly read out the words. Sometimes my students in private
tutoring have trouble reading English since they have never learned
Phonics or pronunciation of alphabet letters. Therefore, as
beginners, you should learn many words, spend extra time listening
and speaking, and use the words in your writing and reading to
expand your knowledge. This step-by-step learning process is
required. If you do not have any basis, | suggest you buy a word
book and read it repeatedly for a few months to memorize new

words.
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In_elementary school, | think you need to learn alphabet

letters and words through interesting textbooks and having many
speaking opportunities. Many students at that age are not biased
towards the second language, so English learning experience like
speaking and learning different words in class will positively

motivate you. In_middle school, try reading or writing a short text

using the words you have learned to expand your knowledge.
Writing a journal or copying down textbook passages will also help
you. Also, if you like watching movies or TV shows, use movies as a
learning tool as it can motivate your English learning. When you go
to high school, you should practice reading English texts in a logical
way as exam-based learning is inevitable. Suenung reading
comprehension tests or inference questions all require logical
reading skills. Therefore, growing your logical reasoning and

thinking skills is important once you are in high school.
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Most lectures are given in English since my major is English

Education. Therefore, it is hard to catch up with the class if basic
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listening skill is not developed. Both speaking skills and reading
skills are required for participation in class and a full understanding
of the book. | cannot emphasize writing skills too much to non-
English major students, but all four skills are significant as writing is
a core skill to those who major in English. The biggest challenge in
university for me was listening. | have not trained myself enough for
English listening except for the Suenung listening exam, so it was
rather difficult to keep up with the class in the beginning. Of course,
repeated listening can enhance one's skill, but | regret | could not
study English listening enough back in high school. The next
important is a reading skill. Many university-level books elaborate
terms in English, but it will not be hard to understand the books as
long as you can read and solve Suneung reading comprehension

questions.
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“ | am Ahn So Teong, an English Education major
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| was exposed to English at a relatively early age, but | was
not good at using English compared to the time and effort | had put
in since | was young. | had learned alphabet and basic words in
preschool, and | studied English in various private academies after |
went to elementary school. However, both my English skills and
English test scores were low compared to the time | had spent in
studying English until | graduated Elementary school. Now that |
think about it, my English skill has improved a lot ever since | had
changed my perspective on English.
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I had a chance to study abroad for a while in the first year of
middle school. For the first time, | felt that English was not a subject
to study, but rather a tool that we use for communication. This is
not something you realize just because you studied abroad. It is
something you can think through in Korea as well. However, it was
hard to feel interested in English since | was always in school or
private academy to study. Improvement in my English skills surely
was not simply due to my experience abroad. Rather, a change in
my perspective helped me study English in a more interesting way
when | came back to Korea. | started watching movies or listened to
pop songs without necessarily having to think that English is

something you must study.
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The biggest challenge in studying vocabulary was that | kept
forgetting words that | had memorized. | often studied words
through rote memorization to prepare for exams, but most of them
faded away after time. The most effective way was to remember the
words used in reading or listening texts. | do not recommend you to
buy an English word book for simple memorization. Instead, try
making your own list of words you learned from reading texts. This
will help you understand the context in which the words are used in
real texts. Also, | made a list of words and used them in making my
own example sentences once | came across unfamiliar words in
reading or listening texts. In addition, make sure you know the exact
pronunciation of the words you learn. In many cases students only
focus on spelling the words, but it is important to know how it is

exactly pronounced as well as their meanings.
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The biggest challenge in English grammar for me was the
difference in sentence structure. It is hard to understand or make
sentences in English if you lack the knowledge of what the
sentences are made of. | also had difficulties with grammar terms.
Most grammar books use Sino-Korean terms and they are difficult
and boring. When | first learned grammar, foreign-published
grammar books were more helpful than Korean grammar books.
Understanding the principles of sentence structure is more
important than relying on grammar terms to properly study
grammar. It is important to be exposed to a variety of texts since
knowing how to write or use sentences properly is more important
than just having grammar knowledge. This will help you understand

how grammar is used in actual texts.
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Having only vocabulary and grammar knowledge is not
enough to understand or use English in real life. It is important to
learn the English pronunciation or phonetic system. It helps being
exposed to various situations where you can use English and watch
videos or TV shows at your level. They show how English is used in
real life, so you will find them more interesting than books. Simply
watching them can be helpful, but | suggest you read out the lines
using the subtitles of the movies to study more effectively. |
watched my favorite movie repeatedly, and later on | understood

everything even without the subtitles. You can try other things in

English as well. Read English novels if you like reading, listen to pop
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songs if you enjoy music, or you can even write your own journal in
English. English becomes a fun hobby once you turn it into
something you enjoy. Also, English reflects cultures since it is a
language. Therefore, keeping up your ongoing interest in culture is
important since cultural background knowledge can be a basis in

using English.
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For elementary school students, studying English with as
much interest as possible is important. Don't think of English as a

subject to learn, but rather a linguistic tool to carry out

conversation. Playing English games with your friends can help you

feel more interested in English.
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When you are in middle school, you should lay the ground

work since learning basic grammar and vocabulary is necessary.
You will be able to make quite a lot of sentences once you go

through basic grammar. You can also learn essential words through
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reading various texts. Continue to build knowledge in your field with
English and grow linguistic intuition or pronunciation skills along
the way.
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Once you are in_high school, reading various texts and
writing your thoughts down in English will help you read advanced-
level texts. It is crucial to expand your linguistic range by learning a

variety of words.

Many lectures are given in English in university, so it may be
hard to catch up in class if you lack of vocabulary knowledge.
Therefore, you will be able to study in college without any trouble

when you read many advanced-level texts and make them yours.
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| was first exposed to English in the lower grades in
elementary school. We had no English classes in the official school
curriculum, but | tagged along with my friends to private academy
to learn English. | gradually started to learn English in many ways,
such as learning from my mother or my mother's friend in her
academy.
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| participated with enthusiasm in school classes by following
instructions and actively answering questions. | remember learning
English phrases and expressions in textbooks or memorizing words
by singing songs with words in them. When | was in the fifth grade, |
repeatedly listened to storybooks using CDs, and memorized
vocabulary based on the text. | also bought many storybooks

without CDs as well.
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In middle school, | copied down worksheets on a separate
piece of paper and took notes at school to study English. | improved
my reading skills, vocabulary skills, and grammar skills based on
TEPS preparation books in the private academy, and prepared for
school exams by solving tons of textbook-related questions during

midterm or final weeks.
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| haven't had a fixed way to study vocabulary. However, |
almost never bought a vocabulary book to study words. | also didn't
spare separate time to study words except for exam weeks in the
academy. Sometimes | considered buying a vocabulary book
whenever | came across unfamiliar words in the reading text, but |
decided to at least remember the words | came across in the texts. |
felt more comfortable when words were given in the context since
there was no reason for simple aimless memorization. Also, | tried
to watch TV shows with both Korean and English subtitles to

recognize new words.
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| suggest you use word flashcards. You can prepare some by
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The biggest challenge in studying grammar was grammar
terms in Korean, so all | could do was to enthusiastically participate
in classes and pay attention to the teachers. They elaborated on
unfamiliar grammar terms, | asked them during recess, and |
continued to answer reading questions in academy. | want to ask
middle school students to trust your teachers. There isn't a single
teacher out there who would reject a hard working student. | went
to ask for help whenever | had problems with grammar too, and he
advised me to go through a simple grammar book which generally
helped me a lot. Please do not hesitate to ask for help when you
have teachers around to help you, and be exposed to various

English questions in private institutions like academy.
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Being exposed to English at an early age is a good way to
build your basics. This is the best way to naturally acquire and

understand English pronunciation, tone, and phonology. Also,

listening to English songs or reading comic books is also an

interesting way to learn the language. For elementary school

students, various learning activities are encouraged to grow your
interest in English. Being unconsciously exposed to CD storybooks

is also a good way. Starting from middle school, you need a

systematic and strategic grammar education. Find yourself a level-
appropriate textbook and ask your teachers for help whenever you

come across something you are not sure about.
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You need to reach a certain level of English to take classes
in college. You should be able to have a simple conversation in
English to catch up with the lectures. Also, a basic writing skill is
required as well because you have to complete your assignments in

English.
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“ Hello, | am Ahn Tae Woo, an English Education
major at Hanyany University, | decided to Share
my English learning experience to help students
who are struyyling with English or those trying
to0 find & right path in learning the languaye, |

hope you improve your English skills and build up

confidence through this text, ”
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| have never studied English abroad and have only studied
by taking English classes in Korea. When | was in the fourth year of
elementary school, | studied English for the first time. Although | did
not start learning English very quickly, | was able to improve my
English skills thanks to my interest in learning English. After that, |
mainly studied grammar and TOEFL in middle school. After
attending a foreign language high school, | mainly focused on
school classes. During high school senior year, | focused on

studying English for Suneung.
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Since | was a fast vocabulary learner, | liked English far more
than other subjects. When | first studied English, | was confident in
memorization, so | memorized the words simply by reading them.
However, as | came across advanced-level words, | tried to find my
own way of memorizing words. Among several strategies, both the
associative memorization and word origin study methods were
helpful. | tried various ways instead of sticking to one single
strategy. This helped me understand and remember words for a
long time.
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At first, | did not focus on studying grammar but studied
only after | went through mastering speaking and listening skills.
After learning grammatical terms in each unit, | applied them to
example sentences and answered grammar-related questions. |
studied grammar in a systematic way in middle school, and after
that | just looked through reading texts to understand how
grammar concepts are used in actual sentences. | learned grammar
by studying unusual grammar expressions or solving grammar

questions related to English passages.
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| think the most important thing for beginner learners is to

become interested in English and to feel confident in studying

foreign language. | could become interested in English as a
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beginning learner because | often listened to fun and easy English

stories. Even after then, | studied grammar in a dynamic way, like by
using articles in newspapers or writing English journals rather than

memorizing grammar terms. These strategies helped me feel

confident in studying English.
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‘( I am Kim Gwany 11, an English Education
major at Hanyany university, | used to be just
an averaye middle school student like you until |
met a nice English teacher who motivated me <o

become an English teacher myself, ”
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| was first exposed to English due to the TeunTeun English
program when | was nine years old. Back then, the focus of learning
English was on phonics, like how to read English words and
sentences. After that, | officially started to learn English through the
school curriculum in the fourth grade. Also, | went to English
academy when | was in the fifth grade. In middle and high school, |
mainly studied reading, listening, and writing. | often left out
speaking. Frankly speaking, there were not many enthusiastic
English teachers who tried to teach me well. However, after | met
some enthusiastic teachers, | asked them many questions
whenever | came across something. By the way, those teachers
motivated me to be a great English teacher. | usually studied
reading and listening in the academy and studied writing through

lectures. However, almost 80% of my study was focused on reading.
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A challenging task in studying vocabulary was that there are
so many words that look alike. A set of words like Dedicate/Delicate
or adapt/adopt/adept are example words that were particularly
challenging for me to memorize. Another obstacle in studying was
that | was very pessimistic about memorizing words because |
thought there were very few words for me to use in real life. This
made me care less about word memorization, and soon led to a very

low score of words tests.
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The way | overcame the difficulties was by making my own

vocabulary note. | gathered some confusing sets of words, wrote
them down in my note, and distinguished them in my own way. |

also got used to word-searching. In my daily life, | often very

naturally asked myself, ‘What is that object called in English?'
Naturally, | got used to using the dictionary and it helped me
understand English words. | strongly suggest you carry your own
word list whenever you go somewhere. It is important for you to get
used to English words because you are yet very young to study
foreign language. Repeat reading through the word list and find out

how certain words are called in English.
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Grammar terms were very difficult. They were unfamiliar,
and | wasn't sure what each word meant. My English skills hardly
improved since even private institutions assumed that we were
already aware of grammar terms and skipped some parts. Later on |
got better after | had conceptualized basic grammar concepts.
Some teachers repeated the explanation up to the point where | felt,
'‘Geez, he/she says the exact some thing over and over again'.
However, as | realized how each word was used in real text, | felt

connected to grammar. Of course, grammar is challenging.
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Students may feel the distance between rules and real sentences.
That is why it is important to find many example sentences after
learning grammar rules. You should not use example sentences for
your test only but also for analyzing the structure. Analyzing even
just a single sentence will help you understand how grammar

concepts are applied in the given sentence.
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Vocabulary knowledge is very important. Understanding
phrases or chunks of words like not only ~ but also ~ helps a lot.
Memorizing words is inevitable in studying English. You have to
diligently and seriously memorize words in daily life. In the case of
grammar which is a big part of middle school education, it is clichg,
but you should start with understanding, then memorizing, and
then applying. In my opinion, the understanding stage requires
students’ active attitude towards learning grammar. After that,

students need to try to connect grammar principles to many

example sentences.
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It is important to become familiar with English language

until you go to middle school. Simple memorization and rote

learning are not effective and it can even cause students to feel
hostility towards foreign language. | think studying English in a fun

way is very important at that age. In the second and third year of

middle school, it is required to learn grammar principles and apply
them in real-life sentences. Learning grammar, making your own
sentences, and analyzing them again will help build up basic skills
for higher English proficiency. The reason | emphasized grammar
and reading is because we all take National University Entrance
Exam. You will have not much problems in high school once you

have laid solid basic skills.
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Once you move on to high school, you should deliberately
focus on seeing the forest in reading. Overall context is much more
important than each of the sentences, so reading the text to
understand the flow will help improve your English skills. So, it is
required to read the paragraphs, not by analyzing each sentence
but grasping the flow of the whole paragraph. For listening
comprehension, you can prepare it by listening to English tapes
regularly. But since you can study a big part of English through

reading and listening, you can surely prepare speaking and writing

with a just a little extra practice.
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Of course, it differs from major to major, but reading and
listening are basic skills. English is mostly used in ways to receive
information. Most textbooks are written in English, and you need to
be able to read and write at a certain level even when your major

isn't related to English since there are many English only lectures in

1




university. Your speaking skill is also important if you are planning

to major English Education, but this can be easily improved later on

if your reading and listening skills are well built in high school.
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“ 1 am Do Hye won, majoring English Education
at Hanyany University, | graduated from a
public high School in Busan and was interested in
studying English ever since | was youny, | decided
to major English Education with a dream of

becoming an English teacher, ”
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The first time | was exposed to English was when | was six
or seven. My mom often showed me English cartoon clips without
Korean subtitles and | listened to English children’'s songs at
bedtime. | started learning English regularly with tutor-supported
home-study materials in the second year of elementary school. The
materials were full of many different stories and | mostly listened to
tapes and repeated after them to record the repetitions. | continued

with this strategy until | was in the third year of middle school to go

to academy or get tutored.
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When | learned the words, it was hard to memorize their
synonyms and antonyms at the same time. Also, it was challenging
to understand many different meanings one single word had. So, |
made my own word list to write down and memorize words and
their synonyms and antonyms together. Also, | added new
meanings of familiar words in my list that | came across while
reading passages. Many students tend to memorize a single main
definition of a word, but this should be discouraged. You may think
you have succeeded in memorizing the word at this moment, but
there are many cases where you fail to understand once the word is
used in a different context. An effective way to memorize a word is
to understand all the meanings the word can have along with its

synonyms and antonyms.
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Memorizing grammar rules itself was difficult, but | felt
more frustration when | failed to apply the rules after | spent quite a
time on them. | was frequently not aware of them used in the
context even though | had learned the rule. So, | started to check
myself on whether there are grammar rules used in each sentence.
This helped me to go beyond memorizing grammar rules to
understand how the rules are used in actual sentences. Simply
memorizing grammar rules should be discouraged; instead, try to
understand how rules can be applied in real texts. Only this way can

lead to improving your reading skills.
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Pronunciation tends to develop and be fixed at early age, so
you should prepare for it when you have a chance as a young child. |
think the most effective way to improve your pronunciation is to
listen to native speakers and repeat after what you have heard. This
opportunity is quite rare in Korean education curriculum. Therefore,
try practicing pronunciation by using multimedia sources like
movies or tv shows. Also, you need to get basic skills in vocabulary
and grammar in middle school. | suggest you form a habit of
memorizing vocabulary and grammar rules in middle school. Only on

such a basis can you improve your reading skills in high school.
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You should study grammar when you are in middle schoal,

and you should practice understanding sentences based on your
grammar knowledge. In high school, it is essential to improve your
reading skills. When reading a passage, do not stop at interpreting
sentences individually, but go further and think about how the
sentences are related to each other, and understand what the
whole passage is trying to say. Look at the forest, not the trees, to
understand the main point. Even still, vocabulary knowledge is the
most important part for middle or high school students. Poor
vocabulary skills will do you no good even if you exceed in reading

skills.
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Along with English lectures which you are required to take,
there are many classes using English-written textbooks even if they
are not English-related majors. Also, there are many classes given
in English. This means basic English reading and listening skills are
required. You will hear of some students having problems catching

up with classes because they had neglected learning English. In

A
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English-related majors, all four skills - reading, listening, speaking,

and writing skill - are altogether necessary.
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“ | am Song Bom, an English Education major at
Hanyany university, who has & dream of
becoming @ teacher, | hope to Soon become an
English teacher after successfully completing my

major curriculum, ”
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The first time | was exposed to English was when | was 10
years old, at a local English academy along with my friends. Instead
of starting from ABCs, | learned phonics and phonetic symbols first.
As a young child, | approached English as a language rather than as
a subject to study. In the private academy, | focused more on writing,
reading, and speaking instead of grammar through many
discussion/presentation classes and TOEFL classes. Frankly
speaking, school classes were not very helpful. | think the level and
the quality of learning through private education was higher than
that of public school. | also liked English novels and English songs
since | was young, so | read English book series and memorized the

lyrics of English songs on my own.
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Phonics Sounds

s shack, sounds
9 goat, go
h happy. hand
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The most difficult thing about learning English vocabulary
was that it was hard to find a close connection between English

words and their Korean counterparts. Memorizing definitions and
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words which were completely unrelated to each other was difficult
for me and taking tests repeatedly was also a tedious task. A way
for me to overcome such difficulties was to memorize words while
reading and understanding sentences. When you come across an
unfamiliar word when reading a passage, make sure you first guess
and infer the meaning of the word based on the context, then find
the exact meaning of the word afterwards. This strategy allows you
to remember vocabulary longer and to study words within the
context. Also you will be able to use context-appropriate words
when you write or speak in English. Of course using an English
dictionary can be a way to study, but | think it is not an efficient way

to study vocabulary.
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| think the biggest challenge in studying grammar is

exceptions to a rule. It was not easy for me to remember both
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grammar rules and the exceptions at the same time. Frankly
speaking, | still have not completely gotten over it, but | think
learning a grammar concept with various example sentences was a
big help. It was less boring and stayed long in my memory. | want to
encourage middle school students who are bored with studying
grammar to try studying with example sentences first. It won't be as
difficult once you practice drawing out a grammar concept from
those various examples. Also, you will be able to strengthen your

basics if you create example sentences on your own.
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To build a solid foundation in English, you need to improve
your grammar knowledge along with the four skills - reading,

listening, writing, and speaking. Grammatical knowledge is

important, of course, but you need to understand how to naturally
apply the rules rather than deductively learning them. | think
reading is once again the most important. Reading skills will allow
you to understand sentence structures and grammar knowledge
which you can apply to your productive skills such as speaking and

writing.

H0iZ Bl0| E1 LSHLCIH Hofol Cigt £

Q)2 ZQlL|Ct, ZstMo| AL HiIE

To start with, elementary school students should approach

English as a language instead of a subject to master. Once you are
exposed to various English contexts, fear of the second language

will go away and stimulate your curiosity. As for middle school

students, you need to do an advanced level of reading and writing

since you are given a wider range of difficult materials to learn. Also,

you need to build up grammar knowledge by reading more
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challenging texts. For high school students, you need to focus on
reading advanced texts. Going through the vocabulary or grammar
rules you learned back in middle school is enough at a high-school

level.
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If you look at how university lectures are given, English is
not only used in English-only or English-related subjects, but also in
engineering, music, or business school classes which require of
students a high level of English abilities. Therefore, English is
essential to catch up with your class. Also, you need to get used to
English as your second language rather than studying it only for

your exam since you are required to discuss or make presentations

in English in university as well.
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(l Hello, | am Jeony Ji-eun, an English Education
major at Hanyany University, | entered Hanyany
University in 1011, After completing & regular
school curriculum, | am currently meeting many
middle and high school tudents through tutoring

and mentoring sessions, | hope my experiences can

be of help to those who have problems studying

English. ”
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| got interested in English as | started reading English
storybooks. | liked reading fairy tales ever since | was young, and my
interest in English started to develop as | read classics in English in
the first year of middle school. | read a series of English
masterpieces from YBM, which were divided into 6 levels - from

level 1 which required a vocabulary level of 450 words to level 6 that

Ta.
Shi;:‘mpeare
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required a vocabulary level of 2,000 words. | felt a sense of
accomplishment as | read those series throughout middle school. In
addition, there were comprehension check-up questions page by
page (as it is shown in the picture), so it was not hard to catch up
with the storyline. | also joined English drama club when | was a
middle school student. | used to listen to recorded tapes to practice
shadowing and imitated the characters as if | were a part of the

story.
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| had two difficulties in vocabulary learning. One was the gap
between words | could read and understand and words | could hear
and use. Specifically, there were words | could read and understand,
and there were words | could spell. | could not understand any

phonetic symbols until | graduated elementary school, so mostly |
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memorized the words by spelling each word. Only after | got into
middle school had | realized that my strategy was wrong because |
experienced several problems. For instance, when | heard the word
sauna, | had problems figuring out the meaning of the word even
though | knew it from the reading text. Also, by the time | graduated
middle school, | had problems with look-alike words because |
thought they belonged to the same word family. For example, the
words hospitality and hostility look similar, but they have exactly
the opposite meanings. This kind of misunderstanding led to
misinterpretation of the whole text.
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To overcome this difficulty, | learned to read phonetic
symbols and tried to get the right pronunciation. If | wasn't sure, |
checked the pronunciation through online dictionary. Also, when |
read a vocabulary book, | looked at the examples together to see
how the words were used in the text. In case of dealing with similar
vocabulary, | made my own word list of synonyms and similar words
which did not share the same meaning. | repeatedly studied the
same list instead of using several vocabulary books.

Furthermore, | would like to introduce the application called
Quizlet that | use these days in tutoring and mentoring sessions. It
is said that we must study vocabulary every day to naturally acquire
foreign language, but it is not easy to practice the words we
memorized. | recommend using the Quizlet app which helps us to

look at words we learned and to check our daily achievements.
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The most difficult part as | studied English grammar was
understanding grammar terms written in Korean. For example, it
was difficult to understand what the attributive use and the
predicative use meant and why they should be distinguished from
each other. | remember going to the bookstore several times to get
the most detailed grammar book as | had difficulties understanding
the terms. To solve this problem, | think after taking classes or
reading the basic grammar books, it is helpful to organize your own
notes of necessary grammatical points. In my case, whenever |
finished a chapter, | specifically used the Blank Paper Reviewing
method, that is, filling in a blank paper as if | were explaining the
major concepts and relevant details to others. If this is difficult, |
recommend that you study them through a book that comparatively

presents multiple grammar points.
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As a student who had trouble understanding the word in the
listening test even though | knew its spelling, | would like to
emphasize the importance of learning the English pronunciation
system. | think it is possible to get used to the pronunciation of
each word through Quizlet that | recommended earlier. However,
having various opportunities of being exposed to English texts is
important as well. Finally, | suppose there are some students who
only memorize the Korean meanings of English words because they
are not required to spell such words in Suneung. However, I'd like to
tell you that words which are learned through such ways will not
stay in your memory long enough and will not remain as useful

knowledge.
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| wrote English journals when | was in elementary school,

used English classic as learning materials in_middle school, and

used the Blank Paper Review method in high school. First, in the
fifth year of elementary school, | started writing journals every day
when | met a native English teacher. Then | started reading English
storybooks when | entered middle school. Since these experiences
made me enjoy learning English, | think it is important to have
experiences that can grow your interest in studying a language.
When | was in high school, | actively used the Blank Paper Reviewing
method not only for English but also for other subjects. The
advantage of this method is that | can find out what | wasn't aware

of and fill in what | missed while studying.
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These days, English is essential even though one's major is
not related to English. Since many university lectures are given in
English and the exams are in English as well, you should be able to
understand English texts and express what you have learned using
both speaking and writing skills. After completing a regular
curriculum in Korea, | tested myself to measure the level of
vocabulary and the number of words | used in actual writing
situations. | realized that there was a huge gap between the words |
could read and the words | could use, so | joined a study club to
reduce the gap. In addition to being able to understand words in
listening texts, it is necessary to expand the range of words to be

able to express or write your opinions.
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“ I am Ryu Jun—hyuk, an English Education
major at Hanyany University, | entered Hanyany
University in 201§ to fulfill my dream of
becoming an English teacher, Even thouyh | am
not & licensed teacher yet, | hope my experience

can be of help to you, ”
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| was first interested in English when | was 14 years old. |
had opportunities to meet many native speakers as there was an
English-experiencing center in our middle school. One day | saw my
English teacher naturally having a conversation with other native
speakers. | was shocked and wanted to fluently communicate with
other natives as well. After that day, | participated in the center's
after-school programs to communicate with the native speakers
there, and this naturally developed my interest in English. | also
remember listening to pop songs and using the expressions |

learned during the conversation. Since then, | kept on studying

English to develop my grammar and reading skills.
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At first, | simply kept on memorizing the meanings of words
without paying attention to example sentences. The result was
surely not good enough. For example, there are words amount and

“OE!

sheep, both meaning “

in Korean. However, since | blindly
memorized the definition of both words without looking at how the
words are used in example sentences, | thought both meant ‘2" as a
sheep. | realized that my learning strategy was wrong and started to
focus on example sentences as well. It was easier to remember
words once | started to look up how they were used in real texts,
and | could better understand reading texts. If there are students

out there who prefer rote memorization, | strongly advise you to

study with example sentences.
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The biggest challenge in studying grammar was that it had
to be studied separately. Since we acquired our first language,
Korean, without grammar education, learning a grammar system
separately was quite unfamiliar and uninteresting. Therefore, |
decided to look into example sentences like | did to build up my
vocabulary skills. | think the best way to understand a certain
concept is through its specific examples. If you know how grammar
rules are used in real life, it is easier to understand grammar terms
as well. | suggest that you read various example sentences when

you study grammar.
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Perhaps we are studying a foreign language for the purpose
of communication. This is surely possible through writing, but |
think speaking is the basis of it. Doesn't that apply to all languages?
We should understand the principles of English pronunciation to
master speaking, so | suggest that you repeat after native
pronunciation while you study. This strategy will help you build up
reading skills or vocabulary knowledge and build up the basis of

English at the same time.
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| think grammar education is insignificant in elementary
school. Rather, simple speaking class is enough for young students.
Once you are in middle school, | suggest that you study basic
grammar and strategies for speaking, writing, and reading. You can
build up vyour interest in English by simply going through
expressions or phrases you learned in elementary school. Once you
go to high school, you need to deal with an advanced level of
grammar, speaking, writing, and reading texts, which will expand
your knowledge and build up your confidence. However, | think
communicating in English should be involved throughout the steps.
Using what you learned in real life and paying attention to frequent
phrases will be helpful. Then this will guide you to speak fluently in

real situations.
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English is essential in the university. You should be able to
express your opinions since there are classes and exams in English.
| realized in my first year at the university that all four skills —

writing, reading, speaking, and listening — are required. | had

difficulties as | had never practiced writing or speaking in English
before | came to university, and soon realized the necessity of
improving such skills. Even those who are choosing majors
unrelated to English should build up speaking and writing skills

before you go to university.
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‘( Hello, | am Lee Jun Bum, an English Education
major at Hanyany University, | was born in
Donghae, Kangwondo, and 4raduated from
Bukpyeony elementary School through high School,

| hope my experience can be helpful to you, ’,
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The first time | was exposed to English was when | was in
kindergarten. | started off with learning alphabet or very simple
words since | was too young. | didn't get tutored, but | studied twice
a week using the book | received from an English class-related
company. | focused on listening, writing, and memorizing vocabulary
with a CD and this helped me approach English in an easier and in a
more familiar way. | did not use any English story books, novels or
songs as materials. English grammar in middle school was quite
simple, so | did not study as hard as | did in high school. | paid
attention in class just enough to understand the text.
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| also did not get any private tutors until | went to high
school since memorizing vocabulary and having appropriate reading
skills  (comprehension check-up questions) were the most
important in high school English. Grammar is surely crucial but only
one very simple question is asked in Suneung, so the level of
difficulty is very low. | got extra help from private academy since |
had to build up my vocabulary and learn how to find answers to
reading comprehension questions in high school English. In
academy | mostly focused on two skills — memorizing vocabulary
and solving questions — and categorized questions that are
frequently asked in Suneung. | focused directly on what was
frequently asked in Grammar to save time and practiced repeatedly

using various questions in exams. On top of that, | also analyzed all
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the reading passages to prepare for school exams. These

strategies helped me get high scores in English without having to
spend much time. Also, | think getting extra help from private
institutions is an efficient way to study since dealing with what
really matters the most is the advantage of receiving private

education.
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As mentioned earlier, the vital importance in high school
English is vocabulary knowledge and reading to enter university.
Improving vocabulary is possible through practice reading abilities. |
studied words quite differently from they ways that other friends
studied. Many of my friends bought a heavy thick book and simply
memorized all the words, but | didn't because there are always likely

to be unfamiliar words in exams even if you know a bunch of words.

0 THojo] 2 EXshA 2HIZ i 2stoll Wl giaLich 12|
WEo 2XE EHAM 1 X2 9t B2 CS2 25 LEO

OIMELICt o] 2FFE 042 H AKX} LEOz 2 Tt RO
UAASLICL Ol2{pt U E AL Bt 2L 2 R SLICH O 2 Chafst

11




g Hanyang (niversity

TOSE 1 Thojet vt S£of THOOF BEO| LIQTEM E 28

¢]

UUSLICE oA EE Sl AAAAHN of2|240] JSR}ELILE 22
HBols Z2= TO2F @1 0| HO Li2kes Hlof Alzto] & ZELICh
SHX|2t O] Ig 8 NED| stCh 2™ tho M glo|= Z&3| o{2|H S JSAIZE
a UASLILE Je2|d FIt2 02230] Algds 2 We 2 Al Wl U=

Of2I2h Fets] L1 JOW Ltk JHI| HEof 71F XM Ue

[ al M [
TOIE Q2= 20| O Hol M3 M ta V1S e ARDH W

Then the only way to tackle the problem is to infer the
meanings of the unfamiliar words based on the surrounding context.
Therefore, | wrote down on a notebook all the unfamiliar words
from the reading texts and after having gone through this process
several times, | came to have realized how many words were
repeated in the texts. Surely it takes time to get used to this
process but do so repeatedly and you will be able to build up your
vocabulary. Also, the words in the reading texts that are asked in
the exams are all you need to know, so making your own word list
from the exam is more efficient than a simple memorization of a

word book.
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Grammar education is all about strategies. | think middle
school deals with a mishmash of unnecessary grammar knowledge
which are not quite required for you to know for university entrance
exam. Also, grammar knowledge is asked through a single question
in Suneung, so its importance is less emphasized compared to
vocabulary skills or reading skills. Therefore, the grammar
knowledge that is required for Suneung can be sorted out under a
few segments. Make sure you pay special attention to those if they
are taught at school. Otherwise, | advise you to learn through
private institutions (academy or internet lectures). It is a waste of

time to spend too much time on grammar learning.
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You need to first get used to using English in elementary
school. You should feel comfortable with English. | think being
exposed to English once or twice a week through TV shows
(American or British) is necessary. Also, building up vocabulary skills
is required to prepare for high school. There are books in stores
which deal with frequently-used basic words that are taught in a
middle school curriculum. Studying one of those books will
definitely help you get through high school English. High school is
all about vocabulary skills and reading skills, as much as | have been
emphasizing. Be exposed to various reading texts to improve your
reading skills and make a list of unfamiliar words. Keep up this work
and you will experience self-improvement and fulfillment by the end

of high school.
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There are many lectures given in English in the university.
Also, there are many English-only classes where professors use
jargons in English, so | suggest you look up those terms in English

beforehand.
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‘l Hello, | am Jeongy Yu Jeony, an English Education major

at Hanyangy University, | graduated from a normal public
high School in & provincial area, Back in my School days, |
had felt that my educational environment was relatively
inferior compared to that of Seoul, | noticed the yap after
talking to my friends in the univerSity, | was frustrated
because of the gap of educational environment between

Seoul and the other regions, | believe there must be Some

students feel the same way as | do, | want to Share my

Story, hoping | can be of help to other Students, ”
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| have listened to a lot of English children’s songs and have
watched English animations ever since | was a little girl. When | was
young, | repeated watching the same things over and over again
until I almost memorized all of them even though | could not
completely understand what they meant. Repeating the lines in
animations and humming the music melodies kept me exposed to
English. It was in my third grade when | started to officially study
basic English. | went to a private academy near my elementary

school to start studying English.
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Many students use an association technique to memorize
vocabulary, but | do not recommend you to use it. It is hard to recall
the meanings of the words that you memorized through the
association technique, and sometimes may even be mistaken and
remember their meanings differently. Correcting such mistakes is
very hard once there is a fixation in your memory. Instead, |
recommend you to repeat the words even if it takes some time. |
prepared a small word notebook and carried it around with me. Also,
when memorizing words, | read the example sentences to
understand the context and how words are used in real life. Some
students may memorize words without even knowing how to
pronounce them, but | advise you to listen to their pronunciation
using English dictionaries. Understanding where to put accent or
how to read the word will help you gain confidence in vocabulary
skills and speaking skills. You can also categorize words based on
their forms like their prefixes and suffixes when you think you have

reached a certain vocabulary level. This strategy helped me save a
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lot of time memorizing since | could easily guess the meanings of

unfamiliar words with my knowledge of their roots and affixes.
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Grammar was the most challenging part until | was in middle
school, but | realized that it was the easiest part once | went
through it. Grammar has clear rules and answers, and it has
relatively a fixed amount to learn unlike speaking, listening, and
writing. | started with basic grammar and went through all the
concepts when | was in the second year of middle school. | made my
own grammar notebook and organized everything. | checked my
notebook everyday and repeated what | had learned by writing them
down on a blank piece of paper without seeing the note. When |
could copy down everything from the note without looking at it, |
bought a different grammar book. | studied many books and
compared how the same concept was differently explained. Then |
added them to my note. First when | started learning grammar, |
looked up specific grammar concepts in the grammar book to solve
related questions, and later when | completely understood
grammatical concepts, | practiced identifying every grammar rule |
could find from a reading text. After continuously repeating this
process, | did not have to consciously look into rules because this
strategy helped me naturally recognize what kind of grammar rules

are used in the reading passage.
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| was tutored by a native teacher from the fourth grade of
elementary school to the first grade of middle school. Thanks to my
tutor, | could lay the foundation for English speaking, listening, and
writing. After then | studied on my own. | used widely-known
materials like Martin Luther King Jr's speech or Steve Jobs' lecture
or TED talks as a learning tool to improve my listening skills. | did
dictation, writing down everything | could hear and remembering
memorable phrases. This helped me naturally understand English
expressions that are used in different contexts. | wrote essays after
reading English magazines, book reports, or English journals to
improve writing skills. For instance, | wrote an academic English
essay, after reading a magazine article about a certain topic | was

interested in, and proofread the writing for a month.
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| think becoming familiar with the English language is

prerequisite for elementary school students. It is enough being

exposed to English in your daily life. You only need basic knowledge
for vocabulary and grammar, but English listening at an early age,
even though you do not understand everything you listen to, is very
important since improving listening skills requires a steady effort.

From middle school, | suggest you start writing in English. Finding a

news article that interests you and writing an essay about it will

help improve your writing skills and your reading skills as well. Also,

it is good to study English grammar in middle school. It becomes
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harder to focus only on English in high school because you have
many subjects to cover, so going over overall English grammar in
middle school will definitely help in high school. In high school, it is
important to expand your skills through a valid, authorized English
tests and learn reading technigues or problem-solving skills.
Therefore, | recommend you to participate in various extracurricular
activities like English essay contests, or English debating contests
instead of immersing yourself into school grades. Participating in
these activities will give you opportunities to meet and compete

with different people, and through this process, you will be able to

take a step to a higher level of English competence.
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| realized the importance of English when | saw a lot of
English-only courses regardless of students’' majors in university.
Also, | found out that a lot of information or data was written in
English as | was doing research on the internet. Whenever this
happens, it makes me realize the necessity of learning English.

University is not just a place to gain knowledge, but is also a
place to interact with different people and have a variety of
experiences. One of them is a cultural exchange with foreign
students. In every summer and winter break, my university opens
International Summer School and International Winter School, and
English is essential to interact with those students with various
cultural backgrounds.

| studied on my own, finding English lectures online and
writing essays at home, but | met many friends who had lived
abroad for a long time or had received private education ever since
they were young. | often complained about my local area that did
not have any good private institutions, and sometimes felt

frustrated about having to do everything on my own and pushing
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myself to the limit without any real-life tips. Sometimes | wanted to
give up studying, and sometimes | would picture a better life that |
thought | would have led if | had been living in Seoul, with better

teachers, better private institutions, and smarter friends. However,

now | have realized that complaining about my surrounding
environment was unworthy. | have learned that whenever | am,
under what conditions I'm in, trying everything and doing my best

are important and all that really matters.
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Epilogue
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Since we had started this project, we have been exposed to |§ college students’ stories of
learning Englisih, In their manuscript, we could See different ways in which the Student authors of
English Education major at Hanyany (niverSity Strugyled to study English in their own ways, All of
them moved toward the same %04l of learning English, but none of their paths were the same, We felt
that they all cultivated their passion for English, each with unigue and vivid ways of studying the
language, Therefore, we tried to deliver their vivid voices Just &s they were with minimum adaptation,
We had a discussion about whether to orgyanize freguently mentioned Studying anethods or experiences

on & Sseparate page, but we figured it would be more important for readers to ligten to them for

]
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yourselves and adopt on your own what would be uSeful to you, We hope this collection will help you
widen your views by reading its many stories,

Dear readers, we all have a common concern after all: “How can | become a qo0d English user?”
The writers who contributed their Stories of studying English for this book also came all the way here,
exploring and wandering various paths. We sincerely hope this knowledgye will surely %ive you couragye

and passion on your Journey of exploring this language in wider and wider use, ”
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